
  

 

��

�

�

�

)O\�,Q�0DUFK����
The day was bright and sunny, but unfortunately, a Gusty 
cross wind carried a slight chill across the field. However, 
despite that, the day turnout to be a great success for the 
club. At the peak of the day, 97 people were counted a s 
being present. 

We had vendors show up, selling T Shirts, Adhesive and 
RC related items. The number of visitors and spectators 
comments regarding what a wonderful facility we have, all 
made the day worthwhile. In terms of financial profit, the 
Fly-In generated $560 for the club.  

Our main sponsors: Bob’s Hobby Center of Orlando and  
JR Hobbies of Kissimmee supplied us with some fabulous 
raff le prizes. Various members donated items, plus prizes 
donated from the visiting vendors, all swelled the already 
bursting prize table. 

Prior to the event, Bob Vanderbrook installed PA speakers 
at  the end of each shade area, and internal music speakers 
in the shade areas. So now we have a very good sound sys-
tem for all future events. 

A few special mentions need to be made of the work of the 
volunteers on the day. 

Howard did another splendid job of Contest Director.   

President Bob V, brought his RV to field, and ran his gen-
erator all day, providing us with power for the PA and mu-
sic. He also supplied the amplifier system and all the music. 

Bob & Gayle Bonnell once again undertook the catering 
task, and made a very handsome profit selling burgers, hot 
dogs, drinks, and this year, even brownies and ice cream. 

Bob Kane was a very welcome sight early in the morning, 
supplying coffee and donuts for everyone. 

Joe King had collected all the raff le prizes from our spon-
sors, and oversaw the raff le table all day. Press ganging 
Jack & Pam into selling the tickets. 

Ken Bankston and Art Johnson ran the impound all day, 
registering pilots and collecting landing fees. 

Lenny Perry and Joe Reddan ensured AMA rules and regs 
were complied with. 

Lance Wilson and Ed Newcombe survived the day running 

Security, without one complaint of Police Brutality. 

But a very special thanks you should go to two members: 
Jim Bruton and Ron Petrocco, who had the thankless task 
of running the car parking. Great job guys—well done. 
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New members are a key to maintaining a healthy club membership.  
They are eager, energetic, enthusiastic and entertaining.  I have 
seen clubs become stagnant and actuall y fade away because of re-
duced membership levels.  There are several techniques to encour-
aging new members including strong ties with the local hobby 
shops, marketing brochures, public events and website exposure.  
Another key to attracting and retaining new members is a strong 
instructional program.  We are revitalizing our student pilot pro-
gram by identifying several members as club instructors.  The stu-
dent training package is almost complete and will be provided to 
each of the club instructors for their review and input.  Anyone in-
terested in becoming a club instructor should contact one of the 
board members. 
 
Today, we finished another task on our Master Plan for 2006.  With 
the help of a dozen club members, we spread two dump truck loads 
of top soil over the low spots located toward the west end of the 
field.  This included the runway and west pit area.  The raising of 
these areas should reduce the standing water problem we have ex-
perienced after heavy rains.  Grass seed was also spread over these 
areas and one of our members will be stopping by the field each 
afternoon to water the runway.  The seed should begin germinating 
within 10 – 14 days.   
 
While on the subject of grass, we have a need to add a couple mem-
bers to the mowing team.  We currently have two openings that 
need to be fill ed.  The new mower is working great and it has re-
duced the mowing time in half.   If anyone is interested, please con-
tact Kenny Bankston (banksken@hotmail.com).   
 
The next items on the master plan to be addressed is stone in the 
shade and transmitter impound area, larger impound box and sign-
age designating restricted pit access. 
  
The annual Osceola Fly-In is now over and though the weather was 
windy, we had a good turnout.  Jack did a great job again coordinat-
ing the event.  I would also li ke to thank Howard for his efforts as 
CD and of course Bob with providing the food concession.  The 
fly-in is a great revenue generator which allows us to continue to 
keep our membership dues low.  
 
The Fly-In weather was the subject of the last club meeting.  As 
attempt to have better weather at this annual event the membership 
has decided to move the fly-in to the fall (mid to late October).  We 
hope the winds and temperature will be more favorable during this 
time frame thus insuring even a better turnout. 
 
Hope to see you all at the next meeting. 
 
Bob 
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Mall Show at the Silver Spurs Arena 

Grass Cutting 
Kenny is always in need of volunteers to cut the grass. Whilst we 
have a wonderful hard core of members who cut every week, more 
volunteers would allow members more of a break in-between their 
turns. 
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After much discussion at the April monthly meeting, it was 
suggested that in the  hope of better weather, we swap the 
time of year in which we have our Fly-In and our Fun-Fly. 

Historicall y, we have always had the club Fun-Fly in Octo-
ber. But this year, the membership approved changing this 
to another Fly-In. Both in the hope of better weather, better 
attendance, but also as another fund raiser. Also, it wil l 
allow us to “Theme” the event. So this year (the provi-
sional date is October 21), the theme for the event will be 
Halloween. 

Other items regarding this Fly-In, were the decisions to not 
charge a landing fee, nor to charge visitors for car-parking. 

The down side of this, is that we will have to find an alter-
native job for Ron Petrocco, which includes the use of a 
radio.  

But the upside, is that rather than just cat-napping, Kenny 
Bankston wil l be able to spend the whole day sleeping in 
the impound area , as he will have no landing fees to col-
lect. 

Only Joking guys—you both did superb jobs. 

As mentioned earlier, we are hopeful that our AMA Dis-
trict VP, Tony Stillman will be able to attend this Fly-In, 
and present the club with their Gold Leader Award. 

Watch this space for further updates. 

The Hockey season has now ended, but the Florida Seals performed 
reall y well for their first season. They came third in the league 
standings and finished second in the Presidents Playoffs. 
 
The blimp survived the season, but there are grave doubts about it’s 
abili ty to fly next season. Looks li ke a new blimp wil l be flying in 
September. 
 
If any members are interested in flying the blimp next season, 
please contact Bob V. 
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New Lawnmower 
�
I have been informed by all concerned, that the new 
mower is a real bonus to the club. Cutting down the mow-
ing time by 50%. 

On this topic, a word of thanks to the members who volun-
teer their time to take care of the grass cutting. A thankless 
task, that most members fail to appreciate the significance 
of . All these members see is short grass to fly off, not 
thinking for one second that it is members who care, that 
take care of the field. The Grass cutting fairy doesn’ t come 
every week.  

The club had a good turnout for the Osceola Flyers night at the Seals 
Hockey game. Quite a few people stopped by the stand, ably ran by 
Joe King. Quite a few membership applications were handed out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course Joe had his own reasons for wanting to man the stand—
can anyone guess what they were….. 

Having completed the Mall show, the club has now fulfill ed all 
criteria required by AMA to be given this award. 
This award is not easil y obtained, and our fulfil ling the requirements 
is no mean feat. 
When presented, all current members receive a gold pin from AMA. 
We are hoping to have our District VP present the award at our next 



At the April monthly meeting, it was decided that Saturday April 16 
would a working day for club members. All members with E. Mails 
were advised of the working day, and I can only conclude that as 
only 16 members showed up to work, that the club membership has 
sunk to a new low level. 
The club had two truckloads of Top soil delivered on Tuesday April 
18, to allow the low areas of the runway and pit area to be raised. 
A tractor was used to position the soil , and then members with 
shovels and rakes spread the dirt, which will hopefully help the rain-
water to drain off the edges of the runway and not collect in huge 
puddles, causing the loss of up to 50% of the runway after heavy 

Another Working Day  
 

:RUNLQJ�'D\�6DWXUGD\�$SULO����
As Bob V is E. Mailing this months newsletter to all 
members for whom he has a current E mail address, it 
might be worthwhile informing everyone once again of the 
clubs website. 
 

OSCEOLAFLYERS.COM 
 

A valuable source of reference for all matters related to the 
club. Especially in light of my receiving a phone call from 
a member the day before the Fly-In, asking why no had 
told him about it. 
 
After all, the date had only been set for ten months, the last 
three monthly meetings prior to March had mentioned the 
Fly-In, the last three newsletters have mentioned it, and the 
club website has had a column regarding the Fly-In. Not to 
mention all the local hobby shops had flyers advertising 
the event. 
So lets not blame this member for not being aware of  the 
Fly-In. After all, he failed to turn up on the day 
anyway…... 

Club Website 

 
 
 

Within the next month, there will be a second working 
day, when the shade areas wil l be graded, and a layer of 
white stones laid. 
Perhaps we can beat the record of members showing up to 
actuall y contribute some of their time to the club. After all, 
a club with a membership level of almost 90, but a 
volunteer roster of just 16 reall y is pitiful. 
Whilst we understand that not everyone can do manual 
labor, their mere presence at the working day shows that 
they appreciate the work being done. Perhaps handing out 
cool drinks to the workers, or assisting with cooking hot 
dogs and burgers.  
The work being done benefits all club members. 
 
Contrary to the statement made by one new member: 
 
“The upkeep of the field is the Boards responsibilit y, as 
that is what they are paid for” ………………….. 
 
Well after picking myself up off the ground, and  
“politely” informing this member that NO ONE is paid by 
the club. That all off icers are volunteers who donate their 
time for the benefit of the club for ZERO financial gain. 
And that the members who cut the grass also do it for 
nothing.  
 
The response was: “Oh, I thought you were all paid” 
 
Dear Bob, please send my salary check ASAP. 
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A reminder to all members about various do’s , don’ts and how 
to’s. 

If your aircraft is on the runway, the correct method of recovering 
it, is NOT to walk down the runway from the pilot stands. But to 
walk down the edge of the runway, and when level with your plane, 
use the 90 degree rule, walk across  the runway, recover your plane 
and exit the runway in exactly the same way. This keeps the run-
way clear for every other model flying and for any emergencies. 
Deadsticks etc. 

The Board intend to propose to the membership a new field rule at 
the May meeting. 

In effect, this new field rule wil l suspend all flying while recovery 
efforts are under way for any model that has gone down within the 
over-flight area. This area is 500 feet out from the runway, and wil l 
include any water recovery.  

When an aircraft goes down, no new flights will be allowed to take 
off. 

For aircraft down in the woods area or are outside the 500 feet 
buffer zone, the board also proposes to advise members to util ize 
the two Walkie Talkies, and for the search party to remain in con-
tact with the pit area. Upon the search parties return, they will ad-
vise the pit area, and flying wil l be suspended until they return to 
the safety of the pits.  

It wil l also be strongly recommended, that whilst a search party is 
out, that any pilots still flying, wil l be required to use a spotter. For 
this duty, it wil l be up to the members not flying, to offer their ser-
vices as spotters. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


